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rn former Diſcourſe endeavour'd to eſta- 
bl the Truth of that Great Miracle, 
SERVE Bs the Reſurrection of Jeſus, and in pur- 
SD & ſuance of that Deſign I ſhew'd it to be 
Maw Abſolutely Impoſſible that the Apoſtles 
ſhould be Deceived, and Morally Impoſſible that 
they ſhould intend. to Deceive Mankind : The 
Proofs of theſe two Particulars were Then laid be- 
fore the Reader in ſo Short and yet fo Plain a 
manner, that (as I am encourag'd to hope by bet- 
ter Judges than my ſelf ) they amount to no leſs 
than a full Demonſtration of the Fact in Queſtion. 
In that ſmall Treatiſe it was not attempted to 
clear the Apoſtles from the Charge of Eutbuſiaſin, 
becauſe what was There ſaid, when laid together, 
ſeem'd a full Vindication of them in this Parti- 
cular z but ſince thoſe who have got a Plauſible 
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4 - The MiR4acelns of 
of it, and affect to range the Apoſtles under a 
thir Claſs, that of Enthu/iafts,' 1 ſhall follow theta 
into this Covert, and try to force them out of it, 
by ſhewing how effectually all Suſpicion of En- 
thufiaſm has been removed from them, * what 
has been already Prov'd on the Article of Feſ#s's 
r e 
Enthuſiaſm in its onl * Senſe (when ap- 
ly'd to Teachers) is the aſſerting ſomething for 
Truth upon a Strong but Falſe Imagination of 
being Divinely Inſpir'd:: you ſee then that the Sub- 
jet, whereon the warm Brain of the Enthuſiaſt 
diſplays it ſelf, is er and Doctrine only; 
but the Point in Queſtion between Us was a Fact, 
viz. the Reſurrection of Jeſus, in which (as then 
appear'd) it is Abſolutely Impoſſible that they 
ſhould have been Deceived, they havi fuck 


| Proofs of it, as the Scriptures call, and I ſhew'd 


to be, Infallille ones. It muſt be obſerv'd that 
the Evidence, which They had of Jeſus's being 
Alive again, was Senſible Evidence, Frequently 
repeated, and made Good to more of their Senſes 
than One; and that he Gift of Tongues, which was 
the Divine Power within them, was only a Con- 
firmation of the Goodneſs of this Evidence: They 
did not reaſon, as the Euthuſiaſt does; This I 


teach for Truth of Doctrine, becauſe I am Di- 


vinely Inſpir'd; but, This I teach for Truth of 


Fact, becauſe I was Eye-witneſs to it, and felt and 


handled it; and that my Senſes did not Deceive 
me in that Outward Object I am ſure, becauſe 
J feel within me the Accompliſhment of that Pro- 
miſe, which Jeſus made me After his Reſurrection. 
Or take Enthufiaſm in its leſs Proper Senſe, and 
underſtand by it no more than a Man's being 


more ſtrongly perſuaded of the Truth of any thin 
than he has Reaſon for; and extend it (if you pleaſe 


to Facts as well as Opinions ; nay ( rather than, 


Issus Vndicatad. » 


ot allow it room enough to in) oſe it 
to be an Odd and 1 being 
Deceivcl and Deceiving too y Vet the Apoſtles are 
Safe, and their Teſtimony concerning Feſus's Re- 
ſurrection can never be charged with 2 the leaſt 
Suſpicion of Euthuſaſm: For my Diſcourſe (if 
it Prov'd any thing) Prov'd that the Foundation, 
on which they built their Strong Perſuaſion, Was 
ſuch as could eaſily ſupport the whole Weight of 
the Superſtructure: it was ſhew'd, that the Fact 
which they aſſerted for True, was not afferted 
upon the Force of a ye or a Real Divine 
Impulſe only, but upon Senfible Evidence, of the 
5 kind; ſuch as would have been in all 
Reſpects Sufficient, tho' Alone, but yet ſuch as 
was (beyond any other Fact that ever happen'd) 
hen'd and confirm'd by a Divine Power 

within them: And (if any thing in Nature is Cet- 
tain) This muſt be ſo, that ſuch as are prov'd not 
to have been Deceiy'd or Deceivers, cannot come 
under the Cenſure of that which is thought a 
Mixture of both. Two Subſtances blended to- 
ther don't conſtitute a third of a Diſtinct Sort, 
however it may have a Diſtinct Name: and. a 
man would deſire no better Proof that there was 
no Punch in the Glaſs before him, than to have 
it prov'd, that none of the ſeveral Ingredients, 
2 compoſe that Liquor, were to be found 
there. | | | 

So that, notwithſtanding this Charge of En- 
thuſiaſin, it muſt be allow'd that the Teſtimony 
of the Apoſtles is True, when they tell us that 
Jeſus Roſe from the Dead on the Third Day, as he 
had foretold. | 5 

If this Point therefore be gain'd (and 'till I can 
ſee ſomething Material offer d againft it, I may 
preſume it gain'd), I have laid fo fireng a Foun- 
dation, that no Exceptions to any of the r 
9 ö . which 


6 The MIRACLES of 
which Jeſus wrought in his Life-time, can be of 
Weight and Force enough to make a Regſonable 
and Unprejudic'd Perſon disbelieye them* For if 
Feſus wrought the Greateſt of all Miracles in 
Kaiſing himſelf from the Dead, a thing ſo plain- 
+ ty beyond all the Powers of Nature, a thing fo 
Gendingly Impoſſible, a thing which not only no 
Human Art could effect, but no Human Wiſdom 
could foreſee, can there be any Shadow of a Rea- 
ſon to doubt whether He wrought thoſe Other 
Miracles, which have ſuch viſibly leſs Difficulties 
in them, and againſt which the very beſt Exce 
tions muſt be meer Trifles in compariſon of the 
Former? If before his Death he had plaid the 
art of a Cheat and an Impoſtor, is it Conceive- 
able that God would have permitted him to Riſe 
from the Grave; eſpecially when in Proof of his 
Miſſion from God, and of his working Real Mi- 
racles, he appeal'd in his Life-time to this Great 
future Event, and plac'd his whole Character up- 
on this Reſurrection ? Or can we imagine that his 
- Diſciples, who had ſuch Strong, Senſible, Inward 
Evidence for the Reality of his having been Alive. 
again, could have any Temptation to forge Other 
_ Miracles, and aſcribe Actions to him which he 
never perform'd ? Was it not Probable, was it 
not at leaſt Poſſible, that they ſhould be Detected 
in the Falſchood of Things, many of which they 
report him to have done in the moſt Publick man- 
ner, and before Numbers not only of his Fol- 
lowers but of his Enemies ? And would not the 
Diſcovery of any One Miracle falſely aſcrib'd to 
their Maſter have been an Invincible Prejudice 
againſt the True Miracle, which hey witneſs'd 
to, and built their whole Scheme upon? The Re- 


ſurrection, Alone, was a Convincing Proof that 
he came from God; and a Hundred True Mira- 
cles could not poſſibly have Added ſo much Weight 

OS | to 
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to the Proof of it, as one Falſe one, Detected, 
would certainly have Taken from it. So that what 
room was there for Forgeries, when the Only Me- 
thod that the Apoſtles could uſe to gain Credit to 
the Reſurrection which they were ſure of, was ne- 
ver to report any thing of Jeſus which they Knew 
to be Falſe, or were not ſure to be True? 
Here then is not only a Reaſonable Preſumption, 
but a Strong Conſequence in favour of all the Mi- 
racles which are attributed to Jeſus in the Goſ- 
pels: Eyery Impartial Man muſt believe the Lite- 
ral Account of them to be True, and the Miracles 
to have been Real ones, unleſs it can be made out 
clearly that there is an Abſolute Impoſſibility in 
any of them. This is the only Caſe, which will al- 
low us to make a Stand: For it is not ſufficient to 

ſay that This or That particular Circumſtance ſeems 
| Abſurd, becauſe the Abſurdity may ariſe from our 
want of Materials for Information: the Objection 
my owe its birth to Ignorance, and he who 
makes it, may have his Share of 'This as well as his 
Neighbour. Conſider that almoſt 1700 Years have 
paſſed fince theſe Miracles were wrought ; the Cli- 
mate and the Language, the Cuſtoms and the Ge- 
nius of the People were very different from Ours 
the Story is often told in a Short and Uncircumſtan- 
tial Manner, and Alluſions are commonly made to 
the Hiſtory of thoſe Times and to the Situation 
of thoſe Places, which We are not fully acquainted 
with, On all theſe Accounts and many others, 
things may ſeem Strange and even Abſurd to Us, 
which were the moſt Obvious and Familiar to the 
Natives of Judæa. 

But if we had no Helps at all to clear up theſe 
Matters againſt Objections, yet we might be ſaid 
rather to be Without them than to Want them 
for there is no Want, where there is a Direct Proof; 
and the Conſequence from Jeſus's Reſurrection be- 

— ing 
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(a) Author has undertaken to Expo 


3 Ibe Mine Es of 
ing a True Fact, to his Other Miracles being Truly 
wrought, is what no one can reaſonably deny to 
be a Direct Proof. I $25 | 
However ſince Objections have been rais'd by 
Some againſt the Literal Story of almoſt all the Prin- 
eipal Miracles of Jeſus, I am not unwilling to en- 
ter into a particular Examination of them, that 
the Reader may fee how the Cayils of theſe Men - 
are the Weakeſt and moſt Frivolous that can be 
conceived ; ſuchas the Meaneſt Author, that I ever 
met with before, would not Stoop to make uſe of; 
ſuch as in any other Cauſe, but that of Religion, 
a Wiſe man would Contemn and Walk over: Nor 
ſhall the Unfair Arts, which They employ to give a 
Colour to theſe Cavils, be * in their pro- 
per place. I will venture to ſay, that were 
open'd, and expos'd to their Readers (as they ought 
to be), Such Writers would never be able to promote 
any other Unbelief than of their Own Writings. 
At preſent I ſhall confine my ſelf to the Literal 
Accounts of the two firſt Miracles, which a late 
25 but in what 

ner, and with what Succeſs, the Reader will 

be ſoon convinc'd. . 


. I. I begin (as He does) with the Miracle of Feſus's 
driving the Buyers and Sellers out of the Temple. 
All the Objections which he has rais'd againſt it 


are reduceable to theſe three heads. 


That there was no Profanation of the Temple 
by Buyers and Sellers, as is pretended. 
That, if there was, yet Jeſus could not have 
executed ſuch a Work as driving them out of the 
Temple. £43k 
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' (a) Mr. Woolflon's Diſcourſes on out Saviour's Miracles. 
art 1. . ; dd 
* That; 


1 ESUS Hudicated 9 

That, if he Could have executed it, yet it was 

2 NepdlaC Work, becauſe the Temple was fo ſoon 

ta * and Poltuted. - 

Fi In Proof of his firſt Objection he brings 

the * efrimony of St. Mlary, 5 * that there was 
nd 


no ſuch Mar bot kept in the Temple : for fear This 
ſhould not hold, he quotes St. Auſtin as 925 


that bert could be no great Sin in Selling and Buy 
Things in the Thmple, that were for the Uſe of it a 
d as Sacrifice in it. But the Reader may re- 
member that 1 have already convicted Mr. N. 
of Falfe Evidence in this Quotation from St. Hilary, 
Part 1. p. 27. and — hope that for the future he 
will forbear to make an Affidavit man of Him. And 
were This Quotation an Honeſt one, of what 

2 could it be ? Sinee the Teſtimony of the four 

Evangeliſts, who were Contemporaries, and upon 
he 3 , wuſt be preferr'd before that of a Wri- 
lived ſome Hundreds of Years afterwards g 
ly in a Fact of ſo Publick a Nature, that, 
if it — Falſe, the Jews in every part of the 
World could have Detected it upon their own 
Knowledge, becauſe oy your up yearly from e- 
very part of the W to the Temple to cele- 
brate the Paſſover; and therefore could not but 
know whether at any Paſſover, at That particu- 
larly, ſuch a Traffick was carried on in the Tem- 
ple or not. 

But I will give Mr. V. another Teſtimony of 
the Fact, * as cven his Friend the Jewiſb 
e ſhall be forced to allow for a Good one: It 

the G 1 *. of the ancient 7eus themſelves, 

(we may be ſure) did not relate the Matter 

lle to * the Cauſe of the Evangeliſts. In 
! Talmud i B is declar'd, that (a) forty 
ears 


— 


a) Quadraginta annis antequam vaſtaretur Ades, migravit 
ſupremus Senatus, & concedit in Tabernis, === migravit ſu — 
natus 
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Years before the Temple was deſtroy'd, the Great Coun- 
cil remov'd from the Place where they us'd: to aſſem- 
ble in the Inner-Court of the Temple, and ſat among, 
the Shops. Count back forty Years from the 
Deſtruction of the Temple, and you will find that: 
this Removal was about three or four Years be- 
fore this Action of our Saviour's, and conſequent- 
ly that there was a Place called the Shops about 
that time. At the ſame time one Jewiſh Rabbi 
tells us Where theſe Shops were (), They were in 
the Mountain of the Houſe, by which the Talmud 
always meant the Outer-Court or Court of the 
_ Gentiles: And another tells us What they were, 
when he ſays (c), That the Shops were an open ſpa- 
cious Place, where Goods were ſold, and Money ex- 
changed: And frequent Mention is made there of 
the (4) Tables of the Money-Changers; upon which 
Maimonides tells us that (e) he who Changed the Mo- 
ney, was called Trapezita in the Miſona. Mr, . 
as much Mr. V. as he is, will ſcarcely (I think) 
deſire a fuller Proof of the Fact than This is. 
But he ſeems aware that the Fact would be 
proved againſt him, and therefore brings in St. Au- 
ſtin as denying that This was a Profanation of the 
Temple: that Father's Words are, Non e#go mag- 
num peccatum, ſic hoc vendebant in Templo, quod eme- 
batur, ut offerretur in Templo, and then he goes on, 


Senatus ab exedra lapidum ceſorum (loco, ubi olim habebatur 
Senatus) ad Tabernas, & a Tabernis ad Jeruſalem. See L'Empe- 
reur upon the Codex Middoth, p. 48, 49. | * 
| (b) La enim R. Nathan, Locus erat extra exedram lapidis caſi 
in monte ædis, cui nomen Iabernæ. Ib. ö 

(c) Nos autem ſolemus (dicit Elias) vocare locum apertum ad 
libera ſpatia, ubi vendunt merces, Tavernam ; ſic domus ubi mutant 
pecuniam cum fanore, dicitur Taberna. Ib, N 

(d) Viceſſimo quinto die ad menſas ſedebant in Templo, Ib. 

(e) Menſa, i. e. ad menſam, que eſt ante Nummularium ſive 
Trapezitam, qui ſuper ea accipit (pecuniam), & ſic vocant eum, qui 


(9 


permutat pecuniam, Trapezitam in Miſna, Ib. 
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69 tamen inde ejecit illos: Quid fi ibi Ebrioſos inve- 
niret ? &c. Now can any one think, that St. Auſtin 
meant to contradict Chriſt, and fay that there was 
properly no great Sin in their doing that, by which 
Jeſus {aid they had made the Temple a Den of 
_ Theives ? If he had, it would have been one of the 
Things which he ſhould have put into his Confeſ- 
ſions. But he meant only, that the Sin was not /o 
at-an one as ſome Others are, that it would 
worſe to be found there a Drunkard than a Seller 
of Goods: and what he ſeems thus to Excuſe, is 
only the Buying and Selling in the Temple Things for 
the Service of the Temple, not (what our Saviour 
charges them with) the carrying on an Unjuft and 
Unrighteous Trade there; ſo that his Apology 
for them as Merchants, does not vindicate them 
as Theives. 

By the 'Temple here is meant the Outer Court 
of it, or the Court of the Gentiles; which (a) Jo- 
ſephus (in his Deſcription of the Temple) calls the 
firſt Temple, as he calls the Inner Court, where 
the Jews enter'd, the ſecond Temple and he tells us 
at the ſame time that the Jews did not look on 
this Court of the Gentiles as a Holy place: no 
wonder then, that they allow'd This Uſe to be 
made of it, which our Saviour found fault with. 
But yet this Opinion of the Jes concerning this 
Court was an Unworthy and Miſtaken one; for 
it was a Part of the Temple in general, it bore 
the very Name of the Temple, and (what is more) 
it was the only Place that the Proſelytes of the 
Gate, who came up to the Temple, had to wor- 
ſhip the God of Hrael in: for this purpoſe it was 
built very Large and Spacious, that it might re- 


— — — 


(a) De Bello Jud. L. e. c. 5. p. 1226. Edit. Hudſ. Tà Sed reger 
dec, der iunανοει X) TEACH ia4, Bad uots uy dt 
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ceive the great Numbers, which the Jews had 
reaſon to Ws to ſee there; becauſe ¶aiab's Pro- 
phec ch. lvi. 7. runs thus, Mine Hauſe foal be a 
25 of Prager for all People which Prophecy 
dur Saviour expreſsly (a) quoted againſt the Buy- 
ers when he drove them out, to ſhew them that 
their Practice was wholly Inconſiſtent with the 
View and Intent of it; which was that Proſelytes 
from every Country under Heaven ſhould come 
and worſhip There. It was a great miſapplica- 
tion therefore of this Court of the Gentiles, to 
uſe it for Tables of Money-Changers and for Seats of 
them that ſold Doves, and for Droves of Sheep and 
Oxen, which St. John ii. 15. tells us were brought 
in There, and for which ne doubt there were 
= and Stalls to incloſe them, and ſeparate the 
attle of the ſeveral Proprietors; and if we con- 
ſider what Prodigious Numbers of all thefe there 
muſt have been in that Court (for Joſenbus (b) 
ſays that at one Paſſover Ceſtius computed three 
Millions who came there to celebrate it, exclu- 
five of all thoſe Proſelytes who came there to 
Worſhip only), it will be eaſily conceiv'd how 
uch the Place allotted to the Gentiles for Wor- 
ſhip was crowded and the Room Leſſen'd; which 
ſurely was a great Indecency : but it was a Pro- 
fanation of it too, becauſe in the midft of the Blea- 
tings of the Sheep, and the Lowings of the Oxen, 
and the Hurry and Buſtle neceſſarily occafion'd 
by the other fort of Merchandiſe, the Gentile Pro- 
ſelytes were ſure to meet with no ſmall Diſturbance 


„— i. Sr. r 


(a) St. Matt. xxi. 13. has, My Houſe ſhall be talled the Houſe bf 
Prager. St. Luke xix. 46. My Houſe is the Houſe of Prayer, But 
St. Mark's Words Ch. xi. 17. are the very fame with the LXX. 
Tranſlation of Iſai. Ivi, 7, and may be better render'd thus, 
My Houſe ſhall be called (or ſhall be) a' Houſe of Prayer for all Na- 
tions. Y De Bello Jud, L. 6. c. 9. Edit, Hudſon, 


in 
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in their Devotionsz and therefore this Practice of 
the Jews was a defeating (as far as they could) the 
nccompliſhment of Haiab's Prophecy. | 
But the Cale Ws till worſe; for it ems Pro- 
\ Sable that the ins of the Temple, who were 
Officers that had the Care and Charge of it, let 
wut that part of the Court of the Gentiles for Pro- 
fit and Advantage; and that the Stliers, to make 
themſelves amends fog what they paid for their 
Shops and Stalls, an Unjuſt and Exorbitant 

Gain. This however we ate Sure of, that there 
Was an Unrighteous Traffick carry'd on there, 
for our Saviour (as three of the Rvangeliſts, who 
relate the Fact, aſſure us) does not Charge then 
with having made the Temple a Place of Mer- 
chants only, but a Den of Theives. In the former 
Cale if there was only an Indecency, yet in This 
3 it muſt be allowed that there was a Pro- 
fanation of the Temple or Coum of the Gentiles. 


2. f. I proceed then to the ad Objection, which 
was, How Jeſus (if there was a Profanation) could 
have executed this work of driving them out of the 
Temple. Ir is hard to conceive (ſays Mr. W. p. 229 
how any one in the Form of a Man and of a Deſpisd 
one too, (and we don't read that Jeſus thany'd bis 
Shape), with a W hip in his Hand, could execute ſuch 
a Work upon a great Multitude of People, who were 
none of them his Diſciples, nor had any Regard for 
him. And he quotes @ Modern Author as thinking 
This the moſt 5 Miracle that Jeſus wrought. 
He that thought ſo, we know, was St. Jerome, 
juſt as much a Modern Author as Mr. M. is one 

of the Primitive ones, or ſpeaks their Sentiments : 
But I don't care if I make him a Preſent of this 
Mitacle, it may do his Heart good to have the 
Number of them Jlefſen'd; and if he can but get 
one Miracle given up, he will perhaps forgive me, 
* , when 


14 The MIRACLES of 
when I ſhew that what he reckons the Greateſt 
of all, might have been None at all. 

I will let him ſee then how Jeſus was plainly 
able to do, what he is ſaid to V3 done, in a Na- 
tural way, and without the Help of any Divine 
Power. | 7 | 
And here it muſt be remembred, that Jeſus was 
juſt come up from Bethany to Jeruſalem in a 
Solemn Proceſſion, in a fort of Royal and Trium- 
phant manner: He was Atcnded on the Road 
and into the City with @ very great Multitude 
(Matt. xxi. 8.) nay with Multitudes that went be- 
fore and follow'd, ver. 9. and Theſe went along with 
him into the Temple (as may be (a) gather'd 


(42) The Words are, When the Chief Prieſts and Scribes ſaw 
the wonderful works that he did, and the rug Children cry- 
ing in the Temple, and ſaying Hoſanna to the Son of David, they 
were ſore —_—_— Where by dag is not meant Children 
as we render it, but Jeſus's Servants and Followers, thoſe of his 
Train and Retinue. Thus Matt. xiv. 2. Herod ſaid to his Ser- 
wants rata, &c. and Luke xii. 45, If that Servant ſay in his 
Heart, My Lord delayeth his coming, and ſhall begin to beat the 
men- ſervants Tus ru dg: and fo Luke xv. 26, from which In- 
ſtances I gather that aides here ſignifies thoſe whe were the 
Diſciples, Servants, or Followers of Jeſus at that time: And what 
the Phariſees ſaid in the following verſe, Heareſt thou what theſe 
ay? ſeems to be the ſame with what they ſay on this occaſion 
in Luke xix, 39. Maſter, rebuke thy Diſciples, If the two Evan- 
— ſpeak of two different times, yet the Phariſees ſeem to have 
deſir'd him to rebuke the ſame Perſons in both the Evangeliſts. It 
is ſcarcely to he ſuppos'd that only Children cry'd out Hoſanna 
in the Temple, or that the Phariſees were ſo diſpleas'd with 
what Children only were ſaying. Beſides, the word Tai; does 
never in the New Teſtament ſignify Children, unleſs once or twice 
at moſt, and then the age of them is ſpecify'd; the proper word 
is adi or TaÞdpia. What led our Tranſlators to give the 
word this ſenſe here, is (I conceive) the Anſwer that our Sa vi- 
our makes, Out of the mouth of Babes and Sucklings thou haſt 
perfected praiſe ; but the meaning of this is, God has choſen for 
the praiſing of him Babes and Sucklings in Knowledge, not with 
reſpe& to their Years; for Sucklings, that cannot Speak, cannot 


perfect praiſe, 


from 
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from ver. 15.) and There proclaim'd as they had 
done on the Road, Hoſanna to the Son of David, 
which was one of the Names of the Meſſab. The 
Concourſe was ſo great that all the City was moved, 
ver. 10. and even the Chief Prieſts were afraid of 
him and of the People too, becauſe they took him 
fur a Prophet and were very attentive to hear him, 
Matt. xxi. 46. Mark xi. 18. Luke xix. 48. and 
XX. 19. So' that in what he did to the Buyers 
and Sellers in the Temple, he is not to be con- 
ſider'd. as One ſingle man only, but as at the 
Head of an Infinite Number of People, all ac- 
knowledging him at that time for their Meſſiab 
and King, and therefore ready to ſupport him in 
any Reformation that he ſhould attempt. The 
Traders then might well have retir'd for fear of 
him whom the Chief Prieſts themſelves feared, as 
having ſuch Multitudes in his Retinue and at his 
Command : They did but what was Natural; 
they gave way to a Superiour Force, which it 
would been in vain to have Reſiſted. | 

It is Eaſy now to conceive, how Jeſus could do 
this: he was not Then in the Form of a Deſpis'd 
man, but rather of a Triumphant Monarch; he 
was attended .with a much greater Multitude of 
People than there was to oppoſe him, a Multi- 
tude of People who were all his Diſciples and Fol- 
lowers at That time, and who had the greateſt 
Regard for him chat men could poſſibly have, they 
looking on him as their Meſſiab. 

I would not be underſtood, by what I have 
ſaid above, to mean that there was no Miracle in 
this whole Affair; for tho? I allow none, where 
Mr. W. and his Modern Author place it, yet there 
Seems to have been one (tho' the Evangeliſts don't 
call it ſo) in the Unanimous Diſpoſition of the 
People at That time to proclaim Jeſus by the 
Title of the Son of David or Meſſiah. 


The 
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f MY — of bis having raiſed Lazarus fem 
the Dead a little before Vent a great 3 tis 
true, (Jahn xii. 18.) towards Kling Men 5 minds 
with this Belief; but = ſo Uniyerlal, ſo Sade, 
and withal fo Short-liv'd an Acknowledginent 
of Such a Point looks more like the Effect we a 
| 3 Impulſe chan of any Narunl Cauſes. - | 


4; 6. The wird Obj eftion was this; IF Jeſu | 
could do this, yet wa it got a Needleſs work te 
be fo Zealous againſt the Profunation of that 
Temple which was fo ſoon to be Deſtroy'd? No, 
becauſe it was not Then Deftroy'd ; "for is not 
every Place, that is fer apart for Divine Worſhi 
to be keyt Sacred and Fit for that Uſe, while it 
is Subfiſting ?'In ſuch a Caſo we are to condlites 
what things are Now, not what they are Hereaf- 
ter to be: for what would have been a"Profana- 
tion of the Temple, if it had been Always to laft, was 
equally a Profanation of it, tho“ it was te he ſoon 
Deſtroy'd ; the Action is the Same under both 
Events, and is not in the leaſt Alter'd by the Fate 
of the Place where it is done. Tis Ridiculous 
to talk or think otherwiſe If any may had Pro- 
fan's the Pariſh Church of St: 1 Bobtoloh Biſpopſgate 
about four years ago, and had been - Preſented for 
it by the Church-wardens of that Pariſſi; would 
it have been thought a Reafonable Queſtion to 
ask, Why thoſe Church-wardens were {s Zealous 
againſt the Profanation of that Church, which 
they were then getting an Ad of ae, to 
empower them to pull down and Deſtroy? While 
a Place ſtands priated to Divine Worthip, it 
ought not to be Profan'd; This is the Anſwer 
which every Lawyer and every man of Common 
Senſe would give on this oceaſion. And therefore 
the Court of * Gentiles which was a-Houſe of Prayer, 
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ought to have Seen kept Free and — 
that 
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paryofe, aeg concinued tobe a Ha 


that 
of Har, that is, till it Was 


. Te We Hoes Bo ot that Mr. N. puſhes this 
matter y and fays that Jeſus bim A. came to 
Deſtroy tht 4 that he permiried, nay 1 1 
andud it to be bh Polluted jr long x Frag 
and this he — to make t CGE 7 as 
He thinks it) the Greater: But He, I am ſure, Was 
never miors Incotfiſtenc with Himſelf than in This 
. For where does he read any thing 
this? which of the 3 geliſts told kim that 

Feſirs either rate to Deftr It or commanded it to 
be pollatid? Jeſus tells 90 Jeths indeed in - 
$111. 14 that t by would : Abominatioh of 
2 but then he adds "chat they would bs i it 
Banding were it ought not, i. e. in the Holy place. 
Now this is only 2 Declaration of what would 
happen, and it is obſervable that this Declaration 
7 Leber] from being in Favour of kleene the 

that it is directly Againſt it, 

Fk commanded it to be Fe. when the Tem: 
ple was « Deſtroy'd 4. e. almoſt forty years afte; 
is Death, then, when he commanded it, he mu 
ive been Alive again and Riſen from the Dead. 
Did This Author confider this when he oppos'd 
Feſus's Reſurre&ion ? What? Not Revive, and 
yet Act? I fee that for the ſake of an Objection 

to One Miracle, he can for a while N the 
Truth of Another, and does (as Witches are 
thought to do) raife a Spirit only to work ſome 
Miſc ief dy his Help, 8 then lay him Vier a- 


ry have now anſwered all his Objections, and I 
hope to the Reader's Satisfation. As for his 
Quotations from the Fathers, I have no Mind to 
lengthen this Diſcourſe with any Enquiry into 
them: for tho' it is True that They affected to 
give a Spiritual and 9 Senſe to This and 


almoſt 
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almoſt all our Saviour's yet it is as True, 
that not one of them ever Deny d or Doubted of 
the Literal Story, except when He makes them 
ſpeak; nay the very thing which he has brought to 
prove them: Unbelievers of the Letter ſhews the Di- 
rect contrary; for to make any Action a My ſtical 
one, you muſt Len be allow it to be a 2 one 
too; it may as well be {aid that there are Properties 
without a Subſtance, as that there can be a Figure 
without the Letter, except in Parables. I ſhall 
CG” als by all his Scraps, of the Fathers, 
for every Single one of which an Hundred might 
be found in the ſame Author, that expreſly contra- 
dict what he is labouring to o prove. He. knows 
it very well, and therefore — all along made uſe 
of the Unfair and Diſhoneſt Arts of Miſrepreſent- 
ing, and urtailing the paſſages of the —— 
ſometimes leaving out in a Sentence what ſpeaks 


l againſt him, and ſometimes. bringing Sentences tor 


gether which. have no Relation to; one. anather. 
| Inſtances IJ have given already, and ſhall 
ab preſent the Reader,with, One more. At the 

ottom of p. 26. he quotes St. Jerome thus, Juxta 
fimplicem . Intelligentiam ——— quod panitus ab ſur- 
dum, &c. and explains them above by, making 
That Father ſay, there, are Abſurdities in ube Letter. 
But let St. Jerome's words be fairly produc'd, and 
they will run thus, (ah. 78 40 the Literal. Senſe 
the Doves vere not in the Seats (Chairs) but in Coops; 
anleſs perhaps the, Sellers of the Doves ſatin Chairs, 
auhich. is wholly abſurd. 10 ſay, for Chairs. are Marks 
1 Honour to een 93 and ** eachers. . This 
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| 62 ) Juxta ſmplicem Tnrelilgentians 96. non erant in Ca- 
| * ſed in Caveis; niſi forte Columbarum i» ſlitores ſedebant 
in Cathedris, quod penitus abſurdum.eft, quia in Cathedris Magi- 
Frorum magis Dignitas inditalur. Hieron. in Mage, xxi. 


F athers 


.. 
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Father, as many Others did,  quibbled (poorly 
enough) axon the word Cathedre, by which is 
meant in the Goſpels the Seats of them that ſold 
Doves; but which He apphyed to the Chairs, that 

the Teachers of the Chriſtian Church then us'd, 
as We do our Pulpits: and the Abſurdity which 
St. Jerome finds, is in the ſuppoſing that the Sel- 
lers of Doves fat in ſuch Cathedre;-as the Teachers 
of his days made uſe of. He does not ſay a word 
of any Abſurdity in the* Leiter, or Literal Account 
of Jeſus's Action; tho' by dropping the Greateſt 
and moſt Material part of the Sentence Mr.. 
has contriv'd to make the words which 3s wholly 
abſurd to ſeem underſtood of the Literal Senſe. If 

ſuch Authors as This did not ſeck fot Truth, if 
they ſought only te eſtabliſh Falſehogd, yet me- 
thinks they ſhould avoid a Fraud ſo eaſily detect- 
ed, and ſhould be Honeſter than This comes to, 
But before he leaves this Head, he attempts to 
play the Critick on the Senſe of the words in which 
the Evangeliſts relate this Action of Feſus : and 
here he ſeems to improve in his happy Art of ma- 
king the Authors he quotes bear Falſe witneſß,, 
for tho' he Miſtakes as uſua}, he Falfifys rather 
nne, ORE 
Inſtead of them that ſold and bongbi (ſays he; p. 30.) 
it ſhould be rendred vin r l A 3 3 
for the word dyopdQar does mote properly ſigniſy to 
preach than to buy." It is fo far from ſignifying ' 
this more —— .it does not either in the 
New Teſtament, or (I believe) in any other Au- 
thor, ſignify ſo at all. The word is uſed above 
thirty times in the New Feſtament, and let him 
Mew where it can once be underſtood of preach- 
ing: When it is faid Lyke xvii. 28. of that wicked 
Generation, who would not hearken to Noah the 
Preacher of 3 and upon whom _ | 
2 ore 
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29. Th MA dus of ey: 
ors the. Flood came, They, did,egt,, they * they 
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aid, t 
Foglijh. ones, Matth. xv. . 12 — 


2. geg gart iauraiss, can, we think their, 
12 ph Wk 55 8 chat apex ihe Resch tourne 
Crit 


Senſe ſon Kru 


jut they he 2 found) 
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P. 31.) imparts thoſe, dh Knack. to, Barter ar 
way a little Baſe and Br 2 oth the Ebi 


N of an Ox or, Bull on it, in exchange fo good, Cain. 
word.! quotes Svies | 


And for this Senſe of. the, 


rus 8 Theſaurus in Voce KoMdwCisn s: 18 ſo common 
8 2 W. might have I be 


thi Me. WW. bor the fake e — * gives us | 
this for his Own. Opinion, that. (a) the Rede 
or Money-Changers were ſuch as ſold, or. gawey. by aN. 
of Exchange, ſmall. pieces of Braſs for other. Money, 
ſuppoſe, for Gold and, Silver Pieces. Buras this. 
the ſame. with givi Boe (or,, Bad) Money, fer 
Good? Are not Twelve Pence in Copper as Good, 
Money. a Shilling in Silver? Does the, Baſeneſs 
the Metal, or Smallneſs of the. Piece alter the 
atter, when, it is made u in Quantity? F am. 
fure that, This Author js a thorougꝶ Gollybift, 8 
own Senſe of the word, and puts off — 
tations for Good ones. 
Once more, and I have done with Mr. W. on 
this Head: Te make all this the more applicable to 
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(a) Rectè KoanauCiget en o 70 non] YOULTHAT & 
7 denz qui vendunt Minuta era pro alia pecunia, ſcilicet actec- 
to Col ba. 

the 


Es Us VNudicareul. 11 


the Hi — Clergy: of This Age, fy whole ſake he 
has brought uv his and: his Bulls, he ſays, 
p- 31. Foegad ao which is tranſlated Tables does 
e who cus belp it? for this he 
Quotation from Ariſtophanes: 
— — ard N (a) Ariſtophanes afes this 
word ta ſignify» a. Pulpitum, or place rais d- higler 
than ordinary, ou lurch the Slaves that were' to be 
fold were expos'd to vim. Mr. V you ſee ſtop'd 
half-way in the Quotation, that he might decerve 
the- Reader into an Opinion that Pulpitum ſigni» - 
fies there a Pulpit; but, when the whole Sentence 
——— it a „— to fignify ſomething as 
di t from; =D iſhoneſty' is from Good Policy: 


U. The Second Miracle of Jeſis, to which 
Mr. V. has made Objections, is that of his per- 
mitting tbe Devils to enter imo the Herd: of | Swine, 
which thereupon-ran down a Funn, and De alt 
choak'd in the Sea, p- 32. 

And here I muſt remind the Reader, chat · in 
Facts done ſo Long ſince, and reported in ſo Brief 
a manner it muſt often happen, that there can't 
poſſihly. be any certain account given of Some Par- 
ticulars; and Then, where a Probable one is of- 
ſer d conſiſtent with the Circumſtances of the 
Story and with what other Hiſtorians relate, This 
is All. that can be expected in the matter. In this 
Miracle before us, I promiſe that no Anſwer ſhall 
br / given, which does not ſeem much more Reaſo- 
nable than any Objection on the other ſide, even 
ſuppoſing it ay to have been provd already that 


Jeſus ref * Dead; tho 1 hope i it will e re- 


— 


(a) Apud Ariſtophanem ſic vocatur Pulpuum aut locus editior, 
in quo Verne & Mancipia omnium e venum exponebantur. 


. read. „ : | 
membred 


bog 
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membred here, that if (as I ſhew'd Part I.) 701 
did really Riſe again, it follows that he came from 
God, and that che Miracles which he is ſaid to 


have wrought in his Life-time were Real ones > 
and This here being reckon'd by the Evangeliſts 


as One of the Number, with all Fair and Reaſo- 


nable Men, their Inclination to Believe Every part 
of the Literal, account. of it, ſhould at leaſt be 


Stronger than to Nisbelieve Any. 


1 
2 


* 


The Objections which 1 72 as 2 3 
gainſt the Liceral Story of This Miracle are theſe 


Four. 4 43 2 65 A A N 


How came Rr Madmen to, have their Dwel- 
lin in the Tombs of a B 


Ground p. 32. 
here was the Humanity of the Gadarenes that 

aid not take care of;thew,-n-Pity to Them as well 
as for the Safety of others ? p. 3. 


How came there to be any Herd of Swine im 
when the Jews: were forbidden to 


that Country, 
eat Swine's leſh? p 31. Or., 31124Q 381 


If the Swine e Gene 


with whom it was Lawful to keep and cat them, 
where was the Goodnels and Juſtice of eſus's per- 


their Deſtruction? p. 34. 


Theſe are his four Gbj oftions agent this Mira- 


cle, and I ſhall take yr oy in their Order: 


* 


mitting the Devils to enter into a Hdd ef them to 


I. $. How came thoſe Madmen to have their Devel- 
ling in the Tombs of 4 Burping- Ground? The true 
Language of which Queſtion is this; Can you give 
a Reaſon for the Actions of Madmen #/ They were 
Madmen, and Therefore they ſtroll'd thither, But 
this Objection looks a little like à Reaſonable One, 
becauſe Mr. W. has added the words of a Burying- 


Ground; by which, if his Reader underſtands 
ſomething reſembling our Church-yards' in Cities 


and Towns, and adjoyning to the Church, he is 
004 


nnen 
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Deceived; for as it is ſaid that thoſe Maden were 
among the Tombs, ſo it is ſaid that they were in the 
Mountains, and 11 the Wilderneſs or deſart places. 
To underſtand which you muſt obſerve, that the 
7 ewiſh Tombs were uſually little Cells cut. in the 
ides of Caverns and the Hollow parts of Rocks 
and Mountains, at ſome diſtance from the Towns, 
and in lonely deſart places. The Sepulchre that 
Feſus himſelf was laid in, was hewn.out of a Rock 
in Mount Calvary ;. and many fuch Tombs remain 
even to this Day, as Maundrel and other Travel- 
lers thro* Judæa have afſur'd us. And theſe Caves 
often ſerv'd for a Retreat and Shelter, for in ſuch 
as theſe the Kings of Canaan hid themſelves from 
22 David from Saul, and Joſephus the Jewiſh 
iftorian from the Romans that purſued him: Na 
he makes very frequent mention in his Hiſtory, of 
whole Bands of Thieves and Robbers lurking for 
Months together in ſuch hollow Rocks, and ma- 
king Excurſions from thence: and he tells us par- 
ticularly that there were (a) Dens or Caves of this 
ſort on 1 * of the Coaſt of the Lake Gennes. 
ſareth, which was in the lower Galilee, and n 
fore lay contiguous to Gadara. 

And theſe Mountains as they afforded. Shelter, 
fo they might have ſupply'd the Madmen with, 
Food; "Boo in thoſe Warm and Fruitful Climates 
They were not ſo Barren as we ſee them in Ours :. 
Jobn the Baptiſt (we read) liv'd in the Wilderneſs 
on Locuſts and Wild Honey; and Joſephus in his. 
own Life tells us, that, when young, he went 
out into the YE ann to be * ed by one 
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Banus, (V who lived there upon what Sew witd and 
without Culture. 

30 that I have found Victuak and Hebiration 
for the Madmen; and when it is prov'd that O- 
thers did, and They might have dwelt iu the 
Mountains and among the Tombs, 1 hope the 'Aﬀer- 
tion of three Evangeliſts that Fe/as found them 
there, will overbear a meer Que — unſuppert- 
ed with any n Wenn A Proof of the Gon- 
tra 

<A" Mr. J's next Objeltion i is, Where was the 
Humanity of the Gadarenes that did not take Care of 
them, * y to * as well as for the Safety of O- 
#heys ? ng be more Perverſe than this 
Queſtion MY eons: St. Mark tells us, 

Chap. v. 4. that Care had been taken of them, that 
they had been bond in Fetters and Chains, and 
that this had been often done - to them, but that 
they had pluck's them aſunder and broken them to 
pioces. The Fetter, and Chains (whatever 

were) were not ſtrong enough for Men in _ 
Outrageous Conditien; and therefore they ga 
looſe from their Keepers, and retreated to — 

Tombs and Mountains; where, when purſu'd, they 

hid — and eluded al the * 

nee and Humanit pos rb wx d to 
Tack and bind them * 

But if This does not prove a Want of Huma- 
nity in the Gadarenes, he has another Proof, which 
he is ſure is a Good one, viz. that they did wo? 
- diſpatch them rather than their Neighbours and Paſ- 

ſrt heat be fv danger row: vt Prey They 
are equally Inhumane in his Opinion (I find) for 

not taking Care to Preſerve them, and for not 
taking C_ to Sm them: But I N __ 
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1 2 it? I call it 20 Proof, becauſe to ſay a 
in 


Fa, 2 Faw. . 
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thought this an Argument for” their Having Hu- 
manity, not for their Wanting it: for while the 
Madmen were Alive, there were Hopes of laying 
hold on them once more, and perhaps of recover- 
ing them to their Senſes. If Mr. W. had met 
with this Paſſage in ſome People's Writings, he 
would have rais'd a heavy Outcry againſt the 
Barbarity- of the Doctrine of knocking a Mad- 
man on the head, only for fear he thould do 
Miſchief: and I would adviſe Him, not to encou- 
= this piece of Caſuiftry among Us. But after 
all, if che Gadarenes could not catch theſe Mad- 
men to Bind them, how does he know that they 
could come up near enough to diſpatch them? 
They might (in his notion of Humanity) have a 


very Good Will to it, and yet not be able to do 


the Good Deed; for Joſephus will tell him what 
Difficulty Herod, with an Army, found to deſtroy 
4 Sett of Robbers, that had lodg'd themſelves in 
ſuch Caves of the Mountains. 4 


And, to ſay no more on this Head, if the Ga- 
darenes wanted This or any other Inſtance of Hu- 


manity, what is that to the Story? let Them look 
to their Behaviour: the Truth of this Fact is not 
affected by it; unleſs it can be prov'd Impoſſible 
that in any Country a Madman ſhould be found 
e that is often attempting to do Miſ- 
chief. q A s SY 

3. $- I proceed then to the third Objection, 
How came there to be any Herd of Swine in that 


Country, when the Feros were forbidden to eat Swine's 


Fleſh? Suppoſe we could not * any Account 
of this matter, yet is a Story, ſo well atteſted (as 
J have ſhew'd all Jeſus's Miracles to be), is ſuch 


a Story to be Disbeliev'd, when there is no Proof 


g was forbidden and 1 as it was not done, 
j . | is 
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is to ſuppoſe that Laws are never. broken, the 
contrary of which is {cen every day, and was ne+ 
ver more ſo than in Mr. V. 's own 11 . 
But I'll give him a very Fair and Probable ac- 
count of this Circumſtance. Gadara was a City 
on the other {ide of Jordan, near the Lake of Gen- 
neſareth ; it was one of thoſe Cities called Decapo- 
lis, and was ſituate in that Allotment which was 
made to the Tribe of Manaſſeb: Pompey indeed 
joyn'd it to the Province of Syria, Auguſtus after- 


; wards gave it to Herod, and upon his Death an- 


nexed it again to Syria, as Joſephus informs us: 
by this means it was inhabited partly by Jews, 
and partly by Syrians who were Heathens; Joſe- 
phus (a) ſpeaks frequently of both, as very Nume- 
rous there. But tho? its Inhabitants were thus of 
a mix'd ſort, it was always reckon'd by the Jews 
as Part of their Dominions, and as ſuch it felt 
the fury of Veſpaſian in the beginning of the 
Jewiſh War (U. Eagles: ns 7s, 

This being the State of the Town, and it be- 
ing well known that the Heathens uſed Sine not 
only for Food but for Sacrifices too, why mayn't 
we ſuppoſe that the Jews of that Country might 


feed Swine, for the Profit my made by ſelling 


them to their Heathen Neighbours? No (ſays 
Mr. W. from Spencer de Leg. Hebr.) the Jews 
were forbidden, under the Pain of an Anathema, the 
keeping of any Swine in their Country, p. 33. It is 
true, that there was ſuch a (c) Law made in the 
time of Hyrcanus; but why was it made? becauſe 
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the Jett did uſe to ktep Swine. And is it any 
argument to ſay, that, becauſe a Law is made a- 
gainſt any thing, Therefore it was not praftis'd 
aftcr? It ought not, I t, but it docs not fol- 
tow that it was not. Have We not Laws, many 
and — againſt running of Brandy, Tea, c. 
and would you argue from thence that no Brandy 
or Tea is run upon our Coaſts ? if we could make 
this out clearly, we might fave the Government 
the Expence of many Cuſtomhouſe Officers. 

If the Jes did once practiſe this Feeding of 
Swine (as the Law made againſt it ſufficiently 
ſhews), I don't ſee. but it may be reaſonably ſup- 
pos d chat they might Continue to do fo even Af- 
ter the Law was made: it is well known that 
there is too much of forbidden Trade among Us, 
ttio' we have more Laws than One againſt it, and 

many method to put them in Execution; and it 
is much more likely that this Feeding of Swine 
might be practiſed about Gadara, becauſe it was 
not only upon the Extremity of the Jewiſſi Do- 
minions, but was then under (a) a Heatheniſſi Ju- 
riſdiction, ſo that the Force of the Law reſted 
_ the Conſciences only of the Jewiſh Gada- 
net. 2 „ „ 
I have ſuppos'd with Mr. V that the Swine 
belonged” to Jewiſh Owners, which I have as 

much right to do as any one can have to ſuppoſe 
the Contrary : and it ſeems Probable that even — 
Madmen were Jews ;, for we don't find Jeſus in all 
his Travels converſing with and healing any but 
thoſt to whom he was" ſent, rhe loft Sheep of the 
Bouſe of Iſrael, _ unleſs in one caſe particularly 
taken notice of by the Evangelifts. Upon this 
ſuppoſitionz. I have ſhewn it probable, that the 
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Gadarene Jews might keep Swine: for the-Uſe of 
their Gentile: Neighbours, tho' it was forbidden 
by Law, and even ander the Pain of an Ana- 
thema. E 1 e 
4. §. I come to Mr. Mess laſt: Objection, where: 
was the Goodneſs and Fuſtice of Jeſus's. permitting 
the Devils to enter into the Herd of Swine to theirs. 
Deſtruction? . by [3927 21 $953” <9 
There was no want of Geodneſt or | Fuftice in 
Jeſus, even if they had belonged to Gentiles,” hot 
might eat them; for the part; which Feſus had in 
their Deſtruction, does not appear to be ſuch as 
made him either Principal or Acceſſory : it is ſaid 
indeed by St. Mark that he gave them leave; but by 
_ St,"Luke only that he ſuffer d the Devils to enter 
into them. By which may be meant no more, 
than that He did not Prevent them, that he did 
not Interpoſe his Divine Power, by which he 
might have hindred them from entring: for this 
Explanation may be juſtify'd by other Paſſages of 
the Old and New Teſtament, as (a) Grotius has 
fully ſhewn. And if This made Zeus a Sharer in 
their Deſtruction, it may as well be ſaid, that 
God is anſwerable for all the Evil done in the 
World, nay He will come in for a ſhare in 'This 
very Deſtruction of the Swine, for He too per- 
mitted it; and therefore by This Argument -F 
don't ſee but His Goodneſs and Juſtice will be im- 
peached upon this occaſion. bo. 


— 


(a) Vide loca Gen, 20. 6. & 31,-7. Exod. 3. 19. & 13. 234 
Pſalm. 16. 10. Act. 2. 27. Ejicere Diabolum ex homine,, 1 
fuit Actio; in Porcos ut irent, nulla attione Chriſti erat opus : hoc 


enim optabant ipſt Diaboli, & viribus nativis id ipſum efficere 
poterant, dum ne vi majore impedirentur: Non ergo Chriſtus in 
has re vim agentem exſeruit, ſed vim impedire valentem ſuſtinuit. 


But 


Grotius in Matt. 8, 31. 
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Hut- if the Jeus of Gadara were: the Owners 
of theſe Swine, as I have ſuppos'd, then there 
wag pr e Jeſus, even allowing that he 
was Acceſſory to the Deſtruction of them, and 
ve che Devils ſuch a Leave, as aſſiſted them to 
1 — did: For then the Owners of them 
kept them againſt the Law made in Hyrcanus's 
time to prevent it: We find in Zoſephus an Edict 
of — Auguſtus requiring the Roman 
Governours, in every Country where the Jes re- 
ſided, to ſuffer them (a) to live according to ſuch of 
their own:Country Laus, as were in force in Hyrca- 
nus's time from This one may gather, that all 
Laws made in Hyrcanus's Time were look'd on by 
the Jeus as binding them; otherwiſe when they 
ſollicited that. Emperor for this Edict in their 
favour, they wou'd ſcarcely have fix'd on this 
Time for their Standard: ſo that by their own. 
acknowledg d Conſtitution the keeping of Swine 
was a Crime, and therefore the Jewiſſ NR of 
them were juſtly Puniſhable for it. And it is 
well known that Prophets or Perſons acting by 
the Spirit of God did frequently among the eus 
put the Laws in Execution againſt Offen 
without calling in the Aſſiſtance of the Magiſtrate: 
nay, it was a receiv'd Maxim among the Jews, 
that ſueh Perſons had a Right to act thus, and to 
do much more than This, even to —_— with 
ſome of Moſes's Laws, as might be ſnewn: 
What Phineas did to Zimri, and what Elijah did 
to the Prieſts of Baal, were look'd upon by the 
Fews as Precedents in this Caſe; and therefore 
We Chriſtians, who acknowledge Feſus to have 
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been more than a Prophet, can never be it's tols | 
fo account for his excrcifmg an — 

the Jews, which heyy allow d devery Ord 

pher to have. 


I have now given an Anfwer to Mr. . s fave 
ral Objections againſt this Miracle: and E Kope 
that it appears to the Reader how Frivoloas and 
Trifling they are. If we had had no Lights from 
Hiſtory to help us out, yer à Chriſtiam might eaſil 
— & his ground againſt meer Queſfiomaʒ whi 

are not ſupported: by any Proofs; and which mi =; 
be effectually anſwer'd upoti ſeveral Probable 
poſitions. But the Authors which I have . 
ſpeak home to the purpoſe; and both Jſepbus and 
the other Jewiſh Writers, whom I have made the 
moſt uſe of; can never be ſuſpected of any Partias 
lity in favour of thc Cauſe] am maintaining; ſo 
that their Teſtimony, where it helps us, comes 
with the more Weight; and/ſhould N Cauvils 
under a perpetual ſilence. 
Here, as in tlie former caſe, Mr. W. wou'd 
have us believe, that the Fathers look d upon this 
Miracle as only a Parabolical Narrative: and he 
tells us, that upon the Encouragement of Origen and 
others we ought to expoſe the Abſurdities 2 Let« 
ter. Till He can better: ſhew the dities of 
it, than he has done, all the Zycouragement "which 
Origen and the other Fathers give him, is to no 


8 does Origen Encourige him to this 
Why, he ſays, p. 35. that Origen's Commentarits of 
this part of 's Matthew's ani St. Liike's: Goſpel 
are loſt, otherwiſe unqueſtionably” he would baue told 
us that he did not belicur any thing of the Letter of 
Ibis Story. | 
It would be ſtrange indeed if Mr. FF. ſhou'd 


know what Origen's Opinion was in his ahi 
* tha 
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that are Loft, when he always miftakes it in his 


Writings that are Extant : ut I can more an- 

Pionably aſſure him, that, if thoſe Commentaries 
8. en would have declar'd his 
belief of the Literal account of this Story, becauſe 
he bas done it in ſome of his Commentaries which 
are remaining; for in thoſe upon St. Joby's Goſ- 
pe incidentally mentioning the Country of the 

ergeſenes, where St. Matt. lays the Scene of this 
Miracle (and which is thought to include Gadara 
in it) he ſays that (a) Gerge/s was an ancient City, 
near what is now called the Lake of Tiberias, in the 
Neighbourhood of 'which there is a Precipice adjoyning 
to the Lake, which is ſhew'd as the Steep place 


from whence the Swine were thrown down by the De 


wits that enter'd them. Does not Origen here ex- 
rely declare his Belicf of the Letter of the Story, 
hen he points out the very place, where he ſup- 


poſes it to have hap _ 
Let this then ſu for a Spec -imen of Mr. Wes 


| e with the F n or of his Sincerity 


in reporting their Opinions: I ſhall examine no 
more of his Quotations on this head, and indeed 
2 might well diſmiſs the Subject, having given (I 
think) a ſufficient Reply to all the Exceptions he has 
made to this Miracle. 

But it may not be amiſs (before I conclude) to 
add ſome farther Remarks upon this Story, be- 
cauſe there are Some (whoſe Opinion is of more 
Weight than Mr. F/.'s) who ſeem to think the 
Circumſtance of Men's being poſſeſſed by Devils or 
Unclan Spirits in our Saviour's days to be a great 


_ 


— — wh _ - — 
2 4 
" * 2 


(a) Tipyron, ap” ns 0 Waal b dexala r W's you 
AAAS KRvNY TiCtudde Aipuriy, Tip ny an“ TACAK ENCE 7% 
845. dg s Sexaslas Th Yotipee u r damubrey varace- 


Vol. ] Fi Huet. 
. Vol. 2. 7. 31. Edit. Hue Difficulty, 


2 "*,525 ” > 1 - ; 
a * r 8 * J |; * 4 
G@ * \& : 
Ll 
3 3 2 The. 
* 


pe a < * 
nen .. 
1 8.4 * TY 
2 E * e 
> l 
* 1 
- 7 . 


MixacrEs ff 

Difficulty, and therefore they ſuſpect that. n 
thing more than Madneſs is meant by fuch a Po 
ſeſſion; and for this Notion of theirs they quote 
what the Jews ſaid of Jeſus, John x. 20. He. hath 
a Devil, and is Mad, ſuppoſing that a Madman 
was in the Jewiſ way of ſpeaking called one poſe 
feſs'd with a Devil or Unclean Spirit. But the Truth 
is, that the Fewws reckon'd this One ſort of Mad- 


. neſs, and the Worſt fort; but they diſtinguith'd 


between This and what we properly call Madnefs 
ariſing from ſome Diſtemper of the Body: So that 
tho' they called all Perſons poſſeſs'd with the De- 
vil by the name of Madmen, yet they did not give 
to all Madmen the name of Perſons thus poſſeſs'd: 
And they diſtinguiſh'd very rightly in the-Caſe 3 
for in the Inſtance of this Miracle before us, we 
find that the Devils Spake out of the poſſeſs'd Per- 
ſons, PP out of them, dating Enter'd 
into the Herd of Swine: Perſonal Actions as you 
as Specches are aſcrib'd to them, which can never 
be a{crib'd to meer Phrenſy and Madneſs; for had 
there been nothing more than Madneſs, then when 


it ceas'd in the Men, it would have had no Influ- 


ence on the Swine ; whereas that which went out 
of the One and enter'd into. the Other, m̃uſt have 
had a Diſtin& Being and Exiſtence of its Own, 
'This therefore is the true Goſpel Notion. of De- 
moniacks,, they were not Madmen only, but they 
were poſſels'd by Unclean Spirits; and if Jeſus be 
2 to have come from God, he could not have 
en unacquainted with the Immaterial World, 
and therefore no one can reaſonably. refuſe to be: 
lieve the Account, which he has given us, of 
the Operations of Evil Spirits upon Human Bo- 
dies. Had no Authors, but the Sacred ones, made 
mention of the Demoniacts of thoſe days, yet the 
Scripture Teſtimony would have been ſu ct 
: 4 þ = SV F v8 u 
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But there are Unqueſtionable Authors which a- 
Sree in this Story, and ſpeak of Poſſeſs'd Perſons 
no uncommon Sight in their Days : Joſephus (a) 
ſays that Solomon had from God the Art of caſting 
Devils out of Men. a healing them; and that be 


 compos'd Charms for aſſwaging the Diſeaſe and left 
Ic 


behind him Forms of Adjuration, by which the Devils 


were ſo effeftually caſt out as never to return again; 
and he adds, hat this way of healing was prattis'd 
among his Countrymen even down 'to his own days. 
Whether the Jews had fo effectual a method of 


diſpoſſeſſing Men as Joſephus thought, yet thus 
much appears plainly — his Teſtimony, that 


there were Perſons poſſeſs'd with Devils in his 


days, and long before; nay he tells us in the ſame 


Place that he ſaw one diſpoſe/s'd in the preſence of 


the Emperor Ye/pafian, and his Family: and to 


prevent our miſtaking this Calamity for Madneſs, 
or any other Common and Natural Diſtemper, he 
explains what he means by being poſſe/s'd with De- 


vils, when he (5) fays that what were call'd ſo, 


were the Spirits of Wicked which enter d into 


Tiving Perſons, and occaſion d the Death of ſuch of them 
as — hi no Help. - Plutarch and Lucian mention 


Demoniacks as well known in their days, and Phi- 


Joſtratus in his Life of Apollonius among the Mira- 
. culous Cures which he aſcribes to him, has a 
particular account of a Young Man who had an 
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Uncl it, (4) ubich made him wander foo "one: 
and led i int he Wild, and ad Dela parts of : 
Country, 4 ies and Precipices. | 
the Reader may oblerve that the ſame Circum- 
ſtances are ſaid to, have attended this Young map, 
as the Madmea in the Goſpels: And whatever 
was the Truth of the Fact CEL by Philoſtra- 
tus, yet it ſhews. both his Opinion that there were 


Demonacks at that time, and that the Effects, of 


ſuch e were commo ly the ſame as the E- 

e en ch 0 . don't pretend to he 
| 7755 15 th aſon why Cod permitted 
A lag to be ſo Frequent in thoſe 


e Ages; 


by Chriſtian 
"Fellimonie of Jewiſh ang Heatheniſh Authors: 
Except-we knew, all the Ends > Deſigns of Pro- 
vidence, we can never {ct up for Judges whether 
the * it makes uſe of are Wiſe or not: how 
we find our ſelves miſtaking the Wiſdom 
ON ir Neighbour s Actions, for want of know- 
Int, . in view, and what the Circum- 
| ary alt together re- 
quire ad ae 3p ject againſ ſt thing Panter 
Ka in the cred Writings as. Ablarg and | Un- 
nable, 54 A Certain 5 leſs able td fa- 
thom the. Valk enſ ve Deſigns of 


but our Ignorance of the iy: on is no Argument 
againſt the Fact, wed. we (ce is confirm d, not 
We * bus by by the dür | 


Providence, 2 a are FP pry into our Neigh- 


bour's Littte, Narrow ones? A thoufand things 
may be True, which We can give no account of, 

becauſe we are but Men; if therefore any. one 
ſhould ask me, why the Devils, which Jef#s ſent 
out of theſe Madmen, defir d rave to enter 
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ing Cale yo their Deſtruction, I ſhonid perhaps 


to miſchief Man as much as they could in what 
is always very dear to him, I mean his Property: 
And if it ſhould be asked again, why They deſir d 
to enter into a Herd of Sine rather than into 
any other Herd, I might anſwer that poſſibly no 
other Herd was there, or they might reaſonably 
have thought that Fe/us was nat ſo Nikely to inter- 
poſe in This Caſe as in any other, becauſe the 
Owners of the Swine were juſtly Puniſhable with 
their Deſtruction. Theſe Anſwers I might per- 


| haps give to ſuch "gy, 19g" but I ſhould think 


that theſe Anſwers (like their Queſtions) were 
more Curious than Neceſſary, and ſhould not 


think my ſelf bound to prove more than that th 


are Probable : For to all Reaſonable Men it is ſut- 
ficient to ſhew (as I have done already) that, Jeſus 
having wrought the Greateſt of Miracles in raiſ- 
ing himſclf fram the Dead, there can be no foun- 
dation for doubting of the Truth of this Miracle 
wrought on the Madmen, even tho” there were 
leſs of Light to be drawn from Reaſon and Hi- 
7 for clearing up the ſeveral Circumſtances 
00) þ it. 52 
To conclude; having examin'd carefully all the 
Objections which Mr, V. has rais'd againſt theſe 
two Actions of our Saviour, I may venture to fa 
that the Reader muſt by this time be fatisfy'd of 
the Weakneſs and Unfairneſs of that Author's 
attempts. Perhaps I may ſhew more of them in 
another 
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another Diſcourſe of this nature: In the mean 
while I hope that it will ever be remembred a- 
gainſt ſuch Unbelieyers, that Things may ſeem 
Difficule to them, only becauſe they are Igno- 
rant; and that there is a Wide Difference be- 
tween a Paſſage's not being to be Underſtood, 
and Their not Underſtanding it. 
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